ii     THE MUSTAPHA FEHMI CRISIS   21

office. The sick man, who, although recovering,
was far too ill to enter into any discussion on
political affairs, gave his headstrong master some
sensible advice, which he would have done well
to have followed. He said that before anything
was definitely decided, the Khedive had better
" consult Lord Cromer." Then the cry of out-
raged and indignant patriotism rose from those
who were strutting on the political stage of Cairo.
No words were sufficiently strong to condemn
Mustapha Pasha's conduct. He was a traitor to
his sovereign and to his country. He was pusil-
lanimous. He was I know not what besides.
Had he not, in using the very reprehensible words
which I have quoted above, as good as recog-
nised that he held office, not at the will of the
Khedive, but at that of the representative of a
foreign Power ? No punishment short of in-
stant dismissal could be meted out to a Minister
guilty of so heinous an offence. Mustapha Pasha
Fehmi was accordingly dismissed at once, as
also were the Ministers of Finance and of Justice,
whose sole offence consisted in having co-operated
heartily with the British officials attached to
their respective departments. The whole affair
was conducted with a studied want of considera-
tion towards the dismissed Ministers* The
J^nister of Finance, a man of some eighty years
of age, as also the Minister of Justice, were left